THE STALEMATE                              187

which Trotsky, Bukharin, and he would state their views.
Perhaps he could make his arguments prevail against
theirs.

For this reason he did not reply to Trotsky's letter
either in the affirmative or in the negative. Instead he tele-
graphed : " When you come to Petrograd we will talk it
over".1 When, therefore, on January 18, the negotiations
had reached a critical point, Trotsky informed Smotoy by
direct wire and received, one after the other, two replies :
" Stalin has just arrived," ran Lenin's first message, " we
shall discuss the matter with him and shall immediately
send you our combined reply " ; within an hour came the
second message above the double signature which was
later to prove so fatal to Trotsky, " Request to call a
recess and return to Petrograd : Lenin, Stalin ",2 and it
was in accordance with these instructions that Trotsky
asked for an adjournment of the negotiations. Now he
returned to Petrograd and the battle for the soul of the
Revolution began.

Trotsky propounded his theory to a group of party
leaders on January 21 and was supported, among others,
by Stalin and Kamenev. At the same meeting Bukharin
fiercely advocated the immediate rupture of the negotiations
and the resumption of hostilities in "a revolutionary
war ". Alexandra Kollontai, Bela Kun, Pokrovsky, Pyata-
kov, Radek, and Uritsky agreed with him.

Lenin listened to both sides. Things were turning out
exactly as he had anticipated. Trotsky's complex mind
had developed a complex formula, and the over-zealous
Bukharin was advocating the physically impossible.

" It's all very attractive ", he said to Trotsky. " One
could ask for nothing better if one could be certain that
Hoffmann cannot send troops against us. But what if he

1  Trotsky, My Life, p. 327.

2  Trotsky, Collected Works (Leningrad-Moscow, 1926), xvii. Part I,
p. 632.